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Claim 1: 

1 . A probe assembly in which a plurality of probes 8 are arranged on a circuit board 
2 with a predetermined distance therebetween, characterized in that each of tip portions 9 of the 
probes 8 is formed into a structure of a ball-shape or an ellipsoidal ball-shape. 
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(54) PROBE ASSEMBLY 
(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To provide a probe with which no damage is caused to 
the electrode pad of an IC chip. 

CONSTITUTION: A probe assembly 1 is formed with the tip part 
10A of each probe 8, which constitutes a probe assembly, having 
spherical or ellipsoidal structure, and when various electric 
characteristics are measured, the probe assembly 1 is brought to 
the surface of the electrode pad 12 of the IC chip 11, and a 
measuring operation is conducted t>y bringing the tip part 10A into 
contact with the electrode pad 12. Consequently, as the tip part 
10A is brought into contact with the electrode 12, a reliable 
measurement can be conducted without causing damage to the 
electrode pad. If a protective film is present on the surface of the 
electrode pad 12, the IC chip 11 is judged as a defective one 
without fail, dust is not generated, and excellent contact can be 
obtained. 
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